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A summary of the governing board’s duties to review the 
headteacher’s exclusion decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 
 

  

 

49 The governing board may delegate its functions to consider a suspension or permanent exclusion to a 
designated committee. 
50 The ability for a chair to review in the case of public exams refers only to maintained schools. 

No 

The governing board must convene a 
meeting to consider reinstatement 
within 15 school days of receiving 
notice of the suspension or 
permanent exclusion.49 

*If the pupil will miss a public exam or 
national curriculum test, the 
governing board must take 
reasonable steps to meet before the 
date of the examination. If this is not 
practical, the chair of governors may 
consider pupil’s reinstatement 
alone.50 

 

Yes 

Conditions of exclusion Governing board duties 

No 

Yes 

No 

The governing board 
must consider any 
representations made 
by parents and has 
the power to consider 
the reinstatement of 
the pupil. 

 

Does the exclusion meet any of the following conditions? 

• It is a permanent exclusion 
• It is a suspension that alone, or in conjunction with previous suspensions, 

will take the pupil’s total number of days out of school above 15 for a term 
• It is a suspension or permanent exclusion that will result in the pupil 

missing a public exam or national curriculum test* 

 

Have the pupil’s parents requested a governing board meeting? 

 

Yes 

The governing board must convene a 
meeting to consider reinstatement 
within 50 school days of receiving 
notice of the suspension. 

 

The governing board is not 
required to consider the 
suspension but does have 
the power to consider the 
reinstatement of the pupil. 

 

Will the suspension(s) take the 
pupil’s total number of school 
days out of school above five but 
less than 16 for the term? 

 

No 
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1. Is it a permanent exclusion? 

If the answer is yes, the governing board must convene a meeting to consider 
reinstatement within 15 school days of receiving notice of the permanent exclusion.51  

If the answer is no, go to step 2.  

2. Is it a suspension that alone, or in conjunction with previous suspensions, will 
take the pupil’s total number of days out of school above 15 for a term 

If the answer is yes, the governing board must convene a meeting to consider 
reinstatement within 15 school days of receiving notice of the suspension.52  

If the answer is no, go to step 3.  

3. Is it a suspension or permanent exclusion that will result in the pupil missing a 
public exam or national curriculum test? 

If the answer is yes, the governing board must convene a meeting to consider 
reinstatement within 15 school days of receiving notice of the suspension or permanent 
exclusion.53 The governing board must also take reasonable steps to meet before the 
date of the examination. If this is not practical, the chair of governors may consider 
pupil’s reinstatement alone.54  

If the answer is no, go to step 4.  

4. Will the suspension(s) take the pupil’s total number of school days out of 
school above five but less than 16 for the term? 

If the answer is yes, go to step 5.  

If the answer is no, the governing board must consider any representations made by 
parents and has the power to consider the reinstatement of the pupil. 

5. Have the pupil’s parents requested a governing board meeting? 

If the answer is yes, the governing board must convene a meeting to consider 
reinstatement within 50 school days of receiving notice of the suspension. 

If the answer is no, the governing board is not required to consider the suspension but 
does have the power to consider the reinstatement of the pupil. 

 

51 The governing board may delegate its functions to consider an exclusion to a designated committee. 
52 The governing board may delegate its functions to consider an exclusion to a designated committee. 
53 The governing board may delegate its functions to consider an exclusion to a designated committee. 
54 The ability for a chair to review in the case of public exams refers only to maintained schools. 




